
Monitoring of the Parc amazonien de 

Guyane’s territory

The monitoring of illegal goldmining
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• The national Park is invested in the struggle 
against illegal goldmining and in its monitoring

-Counting of illegal sites in the NP (helicopter) twice 
a year

→ 145 illegal sites in sept. 2019
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The national park struggles against illegal goldmining
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• Monitoring missions : river and land-based



• The national Park is invested in the struggle against illegal goldmining 
and in its monitoring

- Mobilisation to change the law and extend the officiers prerogatives

- Participation in the campaigns of destruction of illegal sites 

→15 sworn agents (armed)

→ 80  à 100 missions annually with gendarmes, militaries or autonoumously

The national park struggles against illegal goldmining



A very particular commitment for sworn agents of national parks

The national park stuggles against illegal goldmining



Focus on the observatory of turbidity 

of the upper Maroni river 

implemented by the national park

• Objectives

- Analyse and make visible the consequences of 
goldmining

- Compare the levels of turbidity :  between the french 
and the surinamese bank / between the upper and 
lower part of the main rivers  which flow into the 
Maroni/Lawa

- Allow any citizen to have easy access to this data

Step 1 : 14 “sites” have been selected



Web-based interface on the National Park website





• Monitoring of some key species

- Giant Otter (Pteronoura briliensis): 
- Good indicator of the water turbidity (regional 
protocole)

- Measure the reconquest of formerly mined sites

- Tapir (Tapirus terrestris): 
- Indicator of the hunting pressure, not sensitive to 
water turbidity

- Try to evaluate hunting pressure in mined areas

The national park contributes to the 
monitoring of aquatic ecosystems
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- Les enjeux pour le Parc amazoniens sont :

- Ecologique

- Sanitaire

- Sécuritaire

- Culturel


