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INTRODUCTION

Suriname is one of the greenest countries in the world, illustrated by the 
lowest ecological footprint and highest biodiversity per capita. The Interior 
of Suriname (80+ percent of the land) is part of Wider Amazonia, the 
Amazon basin and neighboring basins in the Guiana Shield that are 
largely and contiguously rainforest-clad. It holds a considerable amount of 
natural wealth in terms of biodiversity, freshwater resources and cultural 
heritage.

From the years 70 there are several areas, which are representative  for 
the ecosystems of Suriname declared as a protected area. With 16 formal 
protected areas (11 nature reserves, 4 Multiple-Use Management Areas 
and 1 nature park)  approximately 2.1 million hectares is protected, which 
amounts to 13% of the total territorial. With the signing of the Convention 
for Biological Diversity (CBD) Suriname has committed to at least 2020, 
per 17% of domestic territorial area to protected area to have elevated.



TYPE OF PA’S

• NATURE RESERVE (natuurreservaten)

• NATURE PARK (natuurparken)

• MULTIPLE-USE MANAGEMENT AREA (bijzonder beheersgebieden)

• SPECIAL PROTECTED FOREST (Speciaal beschermde bossen)

• COMMUNITY FOREST (Gemeenschapsbossen ingesteld conform de 
Wet Bosbeheer)



PURPOSE

• ECO-SYSTEEM  BASED

• ECO-SYSTEEM SERVICES

• SPECIES BASED (HABITAT)

• CULTURAL OBJECTIVES

• NATURAL MONUMENTS

• LANDSCAPE



MULTIPLE USE MANAGEMENT AREA

I. BIGI PAN

(68.000 ha) 30/12/1987 WHSRN (1989)

II. NOORD CORONIE

(97.500 ha) 25/03/2001

III. NOORD SARAMACCA

(100.400 ha) 25/03/2001

IV. NOORD COMMEWIJNE/MAROWIJNE

(97.500 ha)  04/03/2002

NATUURRESERVAAT

06.  HERTENRITS (100 ha) 31/01/1972

01. COPPENAME MONDING (12.000 ha) 22/04/1966

RAMSAR SITE

04 . GALIBI (4.000 ha) 23/05/1969

10.  PERUVIA (31.000 ha) 26/08/1986

08.  BOVEN COESEWIJNE (27.000 ha)  26/08/1986

03.  BRINCKHEUVEL (6.000 ha) 22/04/1966

05. BROWNSBERG  (8418 HA) 14/03/1971

09.  COPI (28.000 ha) 26/08/1986

11.  WANEKREEK (45.000 ha) 26/08/1986

12. CENTRAAL SURINAME (1.600.000 ha) 31/07/1998

WORLD HERITAGE SITE

07.  SIPALIWINI (100.000 ha) 31/01/1972

NATUURPARK

02. WIA-WIA (36.000 ha) 22/04-1966

WHSRN (1989)
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LEGAL FRAMEWORK FOR NATURE CONSERVATION

• CONSTITUTION 1987

Grondwet van Suriname

• AGRICULTURAL LAW 1937

de Agrarische Wet

• NATURE CONSERVATION ACT 1954 

de Natuurbeschermingswet

• HUNTING LAW 1954

de Jachtwet

• SEA FISHING LAW 1980

de Zeevisserijwet

• LAW ON ALLOCATION OF STATE-OWNED LAND 1982

het decreet Uitgifte Domeingrond 1982

• FOREST MANAGEMENT ACT  1992

Wet Bosbeheer 1992

• Ministrial Decree on the establishment of the Special Management Areas

Instellingsbeschikkingen MUMA’s

• Ministrial Decree regarding guidelines Estauriene management areas land allocation 2005 Beschikking Richtlijnen
Gronduitgifte Estauriene Beheersgebieden 2005 (15 februari 2005 No. 180/0036, SB 2005 no. 16)

• CBD Convention

• RAMSAR Convention

• CITES Convention



LEGAL FRAMEWORK FOR PA’S
Juridische grondslag beschermde gebieden

• NATURE RESERVES: are established according to the Nature Conservation 
ACT 1954 and it’s resolutions. Natuurreservaten: Natuurbeschermingswet 1954 en 
de Natuurbeschermingsbesluiten.

• De Multiple Use Management Areas (MUMA’s)/Bijzonder beheersgebieden: are 
established by Ministrial Decree according to Law on Allocation of State-
owned land 1982 . Ingesteld bij ministeriele Beschikkingen o.b.v. het Decreet Uitgifte
Domeingrond 1982.

• Nature Park . Suriname has one Nature Park (Brownsberg NP) that is 
established by Ministrial Decree according to the AGRICULTURAL LAW 1937 and 
Law on Allocation of State-Owned Land 1982 (expansion) . Natuurpark:  ingesteld bij Ministeriele
beschikking volgens de Agrarische Wet en Decreet Uitgifte Domeingrond (uitbreiding)

• Special Protected Forest Reserves: are established by Ministrial Decree 
according to the  Forest Management ACT 1992.  Speciaal beschermde
Bossen: ministeriele beschikking (Mapane en Kabo)



Management PAs

• All natural resources are property of the Government and the people of 
Suriname.

• The management of the forest area falls under the Ministry of Spatial Planning, 
Land & Forest Management (RGB)

• The Nature Conservation Division (NCD) under the state Forest Service (LBB) is 
responsible for the protection and sustainable of Suriname’s natural wealth. 
(Minister RGB-> Deputy Permanent Secretary Forest Management ->Head Forest 
Service -> Coordinator NCD)



Threats
• By increasing the number of visitors, which leads to 

more income, so that PAs can work in a self-sufficient 
manner, there might be spoken of MASS TOURISM;

• Arguably the most serious long term threats are the rich 
natural and timber resources in and near the property 
(these activities has expanded rapidly near the PA’s);

• Tourism can also threaten PA resources by destroying 
habitat, disturbing wildlife, impacting water quality, and 
threaten communities by over-development, crowding, 
and disruption of local culture. 



CHALLENGES

• A lack of adequate resources and capacities and manpower to 
manage and control the PA’s;

• Fragmentation of tasks and authorities that are assigned to 
various organizations;

• The mandate to exploit eco-tourism in PA is in hands of 
different authorities (Head Forest Service, DC of the district 
and Ministry of Trade, Industry & Tourism);

• Competition among the people of the local community to 
operate in protected areas.

• Mass tourism can put the PA’s under stress.



Best practices on eco-touristic activities

• Establishment The Suriname Nature Conservation Foundation , STINASU . It is a 
quasi- ngo ( quango ), which is dependent on income from ecotourism and on 
project funds obtained from international partner organizations, such as the World 
Wide Fund for Nature (WWF). The Surinamese government (the Ministry of Natural 
Resources ) appoints the board of the foundation. It was the first organization that 
introduce eco-tourism in the region. Years ago, beginning of STINASU, tourism had 
an EDUCATIONAL CHARACTER where the tourists actually learned something about 
nature (educational tours). STINASU assist the operational management (NDC) in the 
PA’s and focus on nature-based tourism and research in support of Suriname's 
governmental protected areas efforts. The slogan of the Stinasu was for 
years: Nature conservation is Self preservation;

• Mangrove school in Coronie.

https://translate.googleusercontent.com/translate_c?depth=1&hl=en&prev=search&rurl=translate.google.com&sl=nl&sp=nmt4&u=https://nl.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Niet-gouvernementele_organisatie&xid=17259,15700023,15700186,15700191,15700256,15700259,15700262,15700265,15700271,15700283&usg=ALkJrhj51zKCz-kw3MwXMTM6q7Qi_5WXJg
https://translate.googleusercontent.com/translate_c?depth=1&hl=en&prev=search&rurl=translate.google.com&sl=nl&sp=nmt4&u=https://nl.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Quango&xid=17259,15700023,15700186,15700191,15700256,15700259,15700262,15700265,15700271,15700283&usg=ALkJrhjaYsWx8xhR847i0et0PBTENcj-hA
https://translate.googleusercontent.com/translate_c?depth=1&hl=en&prev=search&rurl=translate.google.com&sl=nl&sp=nmt4&u=https://nl.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ecotoerisme&xid=17259,15700023,15700186,15700191,15700256,15700259,15700262,15700265,15700271,15700283&usg=ALkJrhjDm8-RTVV5kqAb-lu2TChPjtjgzg
https://translate.googleusercontent.com/translate_c?depth=1&hl=en&prev=search&rurl=translate.google.com&sl=nl&sp=nmt4&u=https://nl.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Wide_Fund_for_Nature&xid=17259,15700023,15700186,15700191,15700256,15700259,15700262,15700265,15700271,15700283&usg=ALkJrhg_DaNrdZc6_hjLGbuJtNXIcfJwGQ
https://translate.googleusercontent.com/translate_c?depth=1&hl=en&prev=search&rurl=translate.google.com&sl=nl&sp=nmt4&u=https://nl.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ministerie_van_Natuurlijke_Hulpbronnen&xid=17259,15700023,15700186,15700191,15700256,15700259,15700262,15700265,15700271,15700283&usg=ALkJrhifu3dxvsAEyPPZNvDWY7zAdr_kPA


Best Practices on eco-tourisme activities

• Brownsberg: for years this site has been of interest for 
researchers (mostly fauna research)

• CSNR: Raleighvallen, Voltzberg

• Braamspunt and Galibi NR: Sea turtles

• Commewijne/Marowijne MUMA: bird watching and 
rehabilitation of trail of the old plantation. It’s the place where 
nature, culture and history meets. {Mr. Bas will continue with the next presenation for the best 

practices of Eco tourisme in Suriname.}
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Opening first kilometers






















